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Medicare docs can get bonuses for using EHRs and e-
prescribing in 2008

By Nancy Ferris
Published on November 5, 2007

For the first time, the Medicare program will pay bonuses
to doctors and other health care providers for using
electronic health records and e-prescribing in 2008.

Use of the two technologies are among 119 quality
measures that the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid
Services listed in an official notice of its payment rules for
the coming year.

To qualify for a bonus of as much as 1.5 percent of their
Medicare fees, doctors can report their compliance with
as many as three of the 119 measures. A pool of $1.35
billion will be available to pay incentives next year.

The new measures for health information technology
usage are the first of what the agency calls structural
quality measures because they relate to the system for
delivering care. The other measures relate to direct
patient care or outcomes of that care.

In its notice about the new rates, CMS also modified an earlier change of policy related to e-
prescribing. Previously, it had told doctors that those who wished to use e-prescribing under
Medicare Part D must stop using computer-generated faxes and begin using true e-prescribing
on Jan. 1, 2008.

In its final rule, CMS extended the effective date for a year and will also allow computer-
generated faxes during temporary computer crashes and communications glitches. According to
an agency news release, the year’s grace period “is intended to allow all prescribers and
dispensers adequate time to obtain or upgrade existing software.”

Some of the 900,000 providers who bill Medicare for services provided to elderly patients and
those with disabilities have never been eligible for incentives because there are no quality
measures for their specialties. Speech pathologists, for example, have told CMS they feel left
out of the bonus program.

Now providers in those specialties can receive bonuses if they use EHRs or e-prescribing.

CMS is expected to post information online by the end of the month detailing how it will
implement the new quality measures.

The payment notice will be published in the Nov. 27 Federal Register and is available now on
the CMS Web site.
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Modernize Your Agency's Legacy Applications
Micro Focus offers the industry's most complete Enterprise Application Management solutions. Find out
how to modernize legacy systems and extend them to SOA while minimizing risk and time scale
associated with these changes. View the web cast now.

Government Organization Charts & Contacts Directory
Get access to 40,000 key government contacts within 400 civilian and DoD agencies, departments and
offices. Build powerful agency relationships through INPUT?s Organization Charts and Contacts Directory

Is your IDS working properly?
Spirent Federal Systems helps government agencies ensure security devices can perform their required
capacity and counter all threats with tools that drastically reduce the task of research, recreating and
testing vulnerabilities. Click to learn more

Working Together to Optimize Mobile Technology
at the Point of Care

Federal, state and private healthcare professionals
now have access to a portable system that can record,
retrieve, identify, verify and document all at the point of
care. Intel Corporation teamed with Motion Computing,
Inc., a long-time provider of mobility products in
healthcare, to develop the Motion C5, the first mobile
tablet PC for healthcare professionals based on Intel's
mobile clinical assistant technology.

Click here for more information.
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Spirent Federal - Increase Testing Productivity!
Spirent TestCenter 2.0 delivers a quantum leap in test productivity through Inspire ArchitectureTM. With
it?s ?Extreme Automation? and Real Time Controls, Spirent TestCenter provides the shortest time to test
in the industry. Click to learn more!

Enterprise Strategies for Defense Messaging
Solve your integration challenges, DKW Communications, Inc. eliminates the hassles of supporting
proprietary systems from the complexities of DMS. Click to learn how we can maintain seamless
interoperability while lowering DMS operational costs.

Home | About | Advertise | Contact | Custom Media | Editorial Calendar | Events | List Rental | Privacy Policy
Reprints/Linking Policy | Subscribe | Site Map

© 1996-2008 1105 Media, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

Page 2 of 2Medicare docs can get bonuses for using EHRs and e-prescribing in 2008

01/07/2008http://www.govhealthit.com/online/news/350108-1.html


