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Mississippi’'s Medicaid program is saving about $1.2
million per month in prescription costs as a result of
equipping 225 doctors with handheld e-prescribing
devices.

State officials say the system not only reduces
medication costs, it also increases the quality of care for
patients. That's because doctors have access to patients’
recent medication histories and can avoid prescribing
medicines that would interact with ones they are already
taking.

In addition, doctors can find out whether patients are
filling and refilling their prescriptions. This allows them to
detect when patients’ continued poor health is due to
noncompliance with the doctors’ treatment plans.

Prescribers who use the handheld devices write fewer
prescriptions on average, state officials said, and those
prescriptions are likely to cost the state less.
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features and online resources. After 18 months of steady savings, the Mississippi

Division of Medicaid is negotiating with its contractor to
expand the e-prescribing program, officials said.

Besides cutting drug costs, the state is saving nearly $27,000 a month on hospitalizations
avoided because the doctors are getting real-time alerts about drug interactions, they said.

The program costs the state about $35,000 per month, so the hospitalization savings come
close to covering the cost of the handheld devices from Informed Decisions, based in Tampa, I HEALTH IT TOPICS
Fla.

Ambulatory Care
Florida has launched a similar program, with comparable results. Classics

Asked whether there was any negative aspect to the program, Mississippi officials said they Clinical Decision Support
knew of none. CMS

“I can see which medications patients are taking regardless of who prescribed them. As a result, Community Health Care
we are now able to keep comprehensive, up-to-date medication lists for all our patients,” said
Dr. Kurt Bruckmeier, who cares for about 200 Medicaid beneficiaries through Pacific Physicians
Services in Hattiesburg, Miss. “It has also helped identify drug abusers who would very likely
have gone undetected were it not for our ability to evaluate the full scope of prescriptions they
were taking.”
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. X Working Together to Optimize Mobile Technology
Modernize Your Agency's Legacy Applications at the Point of Care
Micro Focus offers the industry's most complete Enterprise Application Management solutions. Find out
how to modernize legacy systems and extend them to SOA while minimizing risk and time scale

associated with these changes. View the web cast now.

Federal, state and private healthcare professionals
now have access to a portable system that can record,
retrieve, identify, verify and document all at the point of
Government Organization Charts & Contacts Directory care. Intel Corporation teamed with Motion Computing,
Get access to 40,000 key government contacts within 400 civilian and DoD agencies, departments and Inc., a long-time provider of mobility products in
offices. Build powerful agency relationships through INPUT?s Organization Charts and Contacts Directory healthcare, to develop the Motion C5, the first mobile
tablet PC for healthcare professionals based on Intel's
mobile clinical assistant technology.

Is your IDS working properly?

Spirent Federal Systems helps government agencies ensure security devices can perform their required
capacity and counter all threats with tools that drastically reduce the task of research, recreating and
testing vulnerabilities. Click to learn more
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Spirent Federal - Increase Testing Productivity!

Spirent TestCenter 2.0 delivers a quantum leap in test productivity through Inspire ArchitectureTM. With
it?s ?Extreme Automation? and Real Time Controls, Spirent TestCenter provides the shortest time to test
in the industry. Click to learn more!

Enterprise Strategies for Defense Messaging

Solve your integration challenges, DKW Communications, Inc. eliminates the hassles of supporting
proprietary systems from the complexities of DMS. Click to learn how we can maintain seamless
interoperability while lowering DMS operational costs.
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